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SUNSATLON s> DOMINATOR

RIGHT ON
COURSE

WITH TWIN ERCURY RACING HP500EFI
IMOTORSAND FULLY HYDRAULIC STEERING,
THE SUNSATION 32 DOMINATOR ISTHE BOAT
WE ALWAYSKNEW IT COULD BE.

ALL OUR LATEST ENCOUNTER WITH

the Sunsation 32 Dominator "Deja

New." Sure enough, we'd already

seen and tested the 32'-long, 8'-

wide offering afew times since it
was introduced in March 1993. We've appreciat-
ed the boat's performance, especially for the
price, but we always knew that it was capable of
more. It just needed the right setup.

Consider it done. With fully hydraulic steering and twin 470-hp
fuel-injected engines from Mercury Racing, the 32 Dominator deliv-
ered dazzling performance in the waters off Captiva lsland, Fla.

Base price for the 32 Dominator with a pair of MerCruiser
MX 6.2MPI small-block motorsis S101,185, arelative steal by
offshore-boat standards. W ith the power and steering upgrades,
aswell asother options such as aMcL eod cockpit, the boat had
aS167,699 dicker.

PERFORMANCE

Thefirst version of the 32 Dominator didn't have a stepped bot-
tom. What the Sunsation people have dubbed the Vortex step came
in alater incarnation and remained. Our test boat had that single
step, adelta-pad keel and four strakes. The inner strakes ended
roughly 8 feet forward of the transom, and the outer strakes ran the
length of the hull. Chines - vere flat and roughly 3 inches wide.

In prior tests of the 32 Dominator, -,we'd given its handling a
good rating. The addition of fully hydraulic steering boosted
those ratings to excellent. The 32-footer had the feel and ride of
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abigger boat, and it had the nimble agility of a smaller one. With
our |lead test driver at the helm, it leaned into slalom turns at 30,

40 and 50 mph and transitioned from side to side without wash-
ing or swaying. Not once did it do anything unpredictable. Hats
off to the designers at Sunsation for creating a stepped bottom

that doesn't require an expert to drive aggressively.

Tracking at al speeds was arrow-straight. In head-on and
quartering seas, the 32 Dominator continued its "bigger-than-
life" feel. It did tend to fly the nose in following seas, however a
little input from the Mercury 280S K-planeswas all it took to set-
tle down the boat. Even in |- to 3-footers on test day_. rattles,
squeaks and groans were absent.

Top speed for the 32 Dominator was 84.9 mph at 5,300 rpm.
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HULL INFORMATION

Oeadnise at transom 24|:Iegr_er=§
Ganterling = O e e R
RS S R A B
Hullweight 6,500 paunds
PRICING INFORMHI‘ION

T ol
Price as tested 2167699

ENGINE & FPROPELLERS
Engina ; (-2]_ M_ércury Racing HPSO0EFI
Cylinder type

Gubic-inch displacement/horsepower
Lower-unit gear ratio
Proppllm

Mer\“une Bram Dne 1.J 11‘4 " 30‘

STANDARD EQUIPMENT

Sland-up bolsters, stainless grab handies, integrated swim
platform, throogh-bofted cleats, cockpit cover, dual batterles,
triple automatic bilge pumps, stainless propeliers, locking
aceylic cabin door, duakram Bennett trim tabs, Aydraulic
hatch [ift, stainfess-stesl tiehar, Vortex stepped hull, custom
graphics, race faring, courtasyinav fights, stainless gas cap,
five-year hull wamanty, ons-year componsnt warranty,
pump-out head, Gaffrig instruments, Zero Effort controls,
circuit breakers, solic-filled Iiting strakes, glass-encapsulat-
ed full-iznath stringers:

OPTIONS ON TEST BOAT

uug;ada to HPSODEF engmes {545 792}, hydraulic Steer-
ing (85,886), race graphics ($5,000). Mcleod cockpit
{54,455), 2805 K-Planas with indicators (§1,789), d-inch
staml?ss angled tips (8643}, raised colorad bezels {$489),

far ($446), halon tic ewtinguisher {$363),
d fye Shower {$389). Internal engina flush (288).

A.CC'EI.ERA

5 Sho0nds.. 48 mph
10 seconds 75 mph
15 second 79 mph
20 seconds 84 mph
MIDRANGE aCCELEMTION

30-50 mph .................................................... 3.8 seconds
40-60 mph 3.8 seconds
40-70 mph 5.2 seconds

RPM VS. MPH

TOP SPEED AT RPM

Speedometer 88 mph
Badar 84:9 mph at 5300
Nordskeg Parformance Products GRS ... 83.6 mph
PLANING
Time ta plane .. 3.3 saconds

Minimum planing spe 20 mph

FUEL ECDNDMY

Ads rnph 1.6 m'p:g}
L T R SR e e e U 1.5 mpg
At 65 mph 1.4 mpg
ALWOT ... 1 mpyg
FUEL CAPACITY ... 1 10 GNONS

TEST CON'DUCTED AT..

«..Gaptiva [sland, Fia.

MANUFACTURER

Sunsation Powerboats, Dept. PB, 9666 Kretz Drive,
Algonac, MI 48001, (810) 794-4888, wwwsunsation-
boats.com.
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More important still was how the
boat felt-solid and stable-at that
speed. Channeling the combined
940 horsepower to the water were
Bravo One drivestwirling Mercury
Bravo One 15 1/4" x 30" four-blade
stainless-steel propellersthrough a
1.5:1 reduction.

Midrange acceleration numbers
were among the best we saw during
our 2001 Performance Trials. The 32
Dominator rocketed from 30 to 50
mph in 3.7 seconds, 40 to 60 mphin
3.8 seconds and 40 to 70 mph in 6.2
seconds. Clearly, the engines delivered
power consistently and impressively
throughout their operating range.

WORKMANSHIP

Graphics on the 32 Dominator were
cleanly applied over the boat's white gel-
coat in BASF paint made more lustrous
by alayer of Clearcote. Mold work was
smooth and protected by an offshore-
style rubrail with arubber insert.

Lamination materials for the hand-
laid model included Neste 1SO gelcoat,
1 1/2-ounce mat, 24-ounce mat, 2mm
Coremat and premium resin. Baltek 3/4-
inch-thick balsa coring was used in the
deck and hull bottom, and Baltek 1/2-
inch-thick balsa coring was used in the
hullsides. All stringers were precoated
with A.O.C. premium resin and encap-
sulated in two layers of 1708 Knytex.
All strakes were filled with putty for
extra strength. To bond together the hull
and deck, the manufacturer used 3408
Knytex.

With the engine hatch raised by a
hydraulic ram, we had great access to
the twin fuel-injected motors. First
thing we noticed? Lots of working
space for atwin big-block engine
installation in a 32-footer. The engines
themselves were installed on L-angles
through-bolted to the stringers. All
wiring was protected in conduit and
supported by nylon cushion clamps.

INTERIOR

Sunsation covered the basics in the 32
Dominator's cabin. Accommodations

included aV -berth and facing lounges
upholstered in white vinyl. Underneath
a hinged section of the berth was a
Porta Potti in its own locker, as well as
other stowage lockers with plexiglass
lids. A filler cushion transformed the
two lounges into a single U-shape
lounge. Inthe galley areawas asink, a
cabinet and two cupholders.

Stepping through open acrylic
doors to the cockpit, our inspectors
found the highlight of the boat's inte-
rior-two McL eod bolsters with
power drop-out bottoms. The rear
bench and sunpad were also McLeod
creations. About the only McLeod
products "missing” were power
footrests and, naturally, they were
available as an option.

The co-pilot's station to port offered
few distractions, always a good thing.
It included a Sony CD stereo, as well
asastainless-steel grab handle.

All gauges at the helm to starboard
were set in purple bezels and unob-
structed by the steering wheel.
Mechanical trim-level indicators were
provided for the drives and tabs, both
of which were controlled by rocker
switches, as were the rest of the boat's
accessories. Mercury Zero Effort
throttles and shifters were installed on
the starboard gunwale.

OVERALL

We knew from previous tests that the
32 Dominator was a good boat. A
couple of significant upgrades, a supe-
rior steering system and excellent
power made it agreat one. We can't
wait to see what's next.

lic steering on high-perfc
e boats. It’s not just safer. It works
better, as the 32 g



