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OUTFITTED WITH A STEPPED -BOTTOM AND

BOLD NEW GRAPHICS, THE SUNSATION 288 INTIMIDATOR

RAN STRONG AND TURNED HEADS.

E BEGAN SEEING "MILLENNIUM'! EDITIONS

of powerboats this summer at various

shows and-for the most part-they

were based on cosmetics. No one, as

far as we know, has been holding back

any change-the-face-of-performance-boating power or

hull innovation for model-year 2000,

No, the millennium thing has been mostly- about graphics, and from
what we saw in Sarasota, Fla., few companies have a better handle on it

than Sunsation Offshore Powerboats. The Algonac, Mich., builder sent
us a strong-performing 288 Intmidator dressed in a stunning Signature
Series Millennium color scheme.

Base price for the 28'8"-long, 8'1'-wide model with a MerCruiser 5.71,
250-hp motor is $56,609.

As tested with the upgraded graphics, a MercuryRacing HP500EFI motor and Bravo One chive, the price w as$94.901.

PERFORMANCE
Dtu-ing our Performance Trials in Sarasota, the HP500EFI was the
most common engine we saw in offshore boat-s. That's saying something,
considering its 520,000-plus sticker.
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Our test boat came with that coveted motor, as
well as a 24-degree single-step bottom with a delta
pad keel, a 3"-wide flat chine and a notched tran-

som. None of the boat's strakes ran full length; the

inner pair terminated at the l/2" step about 8' forward of the transom, and the outer strakes ended
approximately 4' beyond the inner set.

With the 4 7 0-hp fuel-injected big-block putting
its power to a Bravo One drive spinning a Bravo
15 1/4" x 26" four-blade stainless-steel propeller
through 1.0:1 reduction. top speed for the boat
was 73.7 mph at 5150 rpm.

To get the 288 Intimidator to that speed, our
test driver had to trim up the drive to the edge of
its limit. The downside was-at that high trim

setting-the 288 Intimidator was susceptible to
cross chop and wakes that caused a chine walk.
Applying a little negative drive trim was all it
took to settle down the boat.

Time to plane, an average 6.1 seconds,
improved dramatically to 4.4 seconds with the
Ben nett trim tabs deployed. Visibility coming on
plane was better than average for a boat with a
long nose and some bow rise, and once on plane
forward visibility was perfect.

From a standing start, the 288 Intimidator hit
57 mph in to seconds and 66 mph in 20 seconds,
plenty- peppy- for a single-engine offering.

Equally respectable was the boat's performance
in mid-range acceleration chills. It ran from 30 to

50 mph in a.8 seconds and 40 to 60 mph in 7.7 sec-
onds. Going from 40 to 70 mph, however, took
tune-18.6 seconds to be exact.

At idle speeds, the 288 Intimidator wandered
slightly• from side to side. While the boat didn't
hop m low-speed slalom and circle turns to the
left- and tight like more than a few- stepped bot-
tom models we've seen, it did pulse somewhat.
The boat performed best in mid-speed agility
chills, where it leaned it nicely and felt decidedly
settled and secure. In high-speed maneuvers, the
Intmidator did nothing unpredictable.
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In open water, the 288 Intimidator
proved rock-solid for its size in 2' to 3'
head-on and following conditions. It
wasn't quite as authoritative in quar-
tering seas, although judicious applica-
tion of drive trim and trim tab earned
it acceptable marks. In all conditions,
we found the McLeod bolsters with
power drop-outs to be a major
ergonomic plus.

WORKMANSHIP
Sunsation hand-laminates all its boats
with a variety of materials including
Neste ISO gelcoat and multiple layers
of 1 1/2-ounce and 24-ounce material.
Stringers-all wooden-are fiber-
glass-encapsulated, and the hulls and
decks are cored with Baltek balsa.
Strakes are putty-filled, and hulls and
decks are also putty-bonded together,
as well as laminated with 3408 Knytex
fiberglass.

To complete the 288 Intimidator, the
manufacturer applied the gold, silver,
black and gray Millennium Signature
Series graphics in polyurethane paint,
followed by two layers of Clearcote for
a brilliant shine. The finished product
was protected by a well-installed plas-
tic rubrail with a rubber insert.

Hardware on the boat included a
nav light and a cleat on the nose, fol-
lowed by a deck hatch with the boat's
color scheme carried onto it in paint.
There was another cleat on each side
of the faring. The faring itself was
noteworthy; not only did it fit perfect-
ly on the boat, it was integral to the
mold that included the dash for the co-
pilot and driver.

A single hydraulic Bennett ram
raised the engine hatch, which took
most of the backrest for the bench
seat with it. Inside the engine com-
partment, the fuel-injected motor was
secured with L-angles thru-bolted to
the stringers and the standard
Mercury mounts. While the installa-
tion was well executed, an offshore-
style cradle mount for the motor
might be a better setup.

All wiring in the engine compart-
ment was protected in conduit and
supported by nylon cushion clamps.
Thanks to the angle to which the hatch

opened and the relatively spacious
engine compartment, access to minor
services and cleaning the bilge should
not pose a problem.

INTERIOR
A clever suspended track system
made opening the cabin door particu-
larly smooth and easy. Inside, the cabin
was well-outfitted, yet not overstuffed.
The center V -berth cushion raised on a
gas shock to reveal a portable head.
Under the other berth cushions and
lounge bottoms were additional stow-
age lockers. A shelf above head level
on both sides of the cabin provided
stowage for small items.

To port, the cabin
lounge could accom-
modate two people.
The lounge to star-
board was designed
for one person, as the
aft section of it was
dedicated to a sink, a
locker and a mirror.

Comfortable as
the cabin was, we
couldn't imagine
spending much time
there with McLeod
power bolsters on
deck. McLeod bol-
sters are the ulti
mate in comfort and support. To port,
the co-pilot stared from his comfort-
able seat at molded steps and a grab
handle in the dash; another grab han-
dle was supplied for the co-pilot on the
port gunwale.

At the helm to starboard, our dri-
vers found an array of Gaffrig instru-
ments in dazzling gold bezels around
the steering wheel. Mechanical indi-
cators for the drive and tabs were a
welcome addition, as were rocker
switches for the accessories and a
Mercury Zero Effort throttle (with
trim on the handle) and shifter.

OVERALL
No one wants to ride into 2000 in a boat
that looks like a relic. In Sunsation's
capable 288 Intimidator with brilliant
Signature Series Millennium graphics,
that won't be a problem.
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